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SGSC Selection Policy

Philosophy:  South Gibson School Corporation libraries support the students’ ability to learn through the process of teaching the objectives written by the state of Indiana schools.  The libraries' primary focus in this information age is to teach students to identify, locate, organize, and present needed information in a clear, concise, and persuasive way.  Students develop critical thinking skills and foster a love of learning and reading when provided the opportunities to access informational and recreational material.  

SGSC School Library Selection Policy Objectives: SGSC district libraries are guided by the principles set forth in the Library Bill of Rights and its interpretative statements
· To provide staff and students with materials that enrich and support the curriculum according to the multiple interests, abilities and grade/age levels of the pupils served
· To provide materials that will increase student growth in factual information, literary appreciation, aesthetic values and ethical standards. 

· To select educational materials on all levels of difficulty and in multiple formats, with diversity of appeal, allowing for the presentation of many different points of view that students can synthesize and apply to their own lives.
· To select materials that are representative of the full range of religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and their contributions to our society.

· To select materials that present various sides of controversial issues, giving students an opportunity to debate alternatives and think critically to make informed decisions
· To select materials in all formats, including up-to-date, high quality, varied literature, to develop and strengthen a love of reading
· To place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the selection of quality materials in order to assure a comprehensive collection appropriate for the users of the library.
School Library Responsibility for Selection
The South Gibson school board will assign to the superintendent of the district the charge and responsibility for the choice of library materials in all forms of media. Answerability for the materials chosen rests with the library aides in each school building, using the board’s elected guidelines in selection criteria and procedures.  The library staff members will utilize the Board’s guidelines in their day-to-day selections. 

Procedures for Selection

All resources for the South Gibson School Corporation are chosen by library staff members, at times in collaboration with professional staff members, parents, and students.  Library aides in each school also accept gifts they deem appropriate utilizing the selection guidelines. Educationally recognized material resources are viewed.  Evaluation and choices are determined by the guidelines created for the selection policy and the curricular and individual needs of the district schools.

School Library Selection Criteria

General Criteria:
· Supports and enhances the curriculum and/or students’ individual  interests and literacy
· Meets professional criteria in literary style and quality, technical, artistic, and aesthetic properties, and physical arrangement.
· Provides the needs of the pupils, as a result of awareness of students and of queries of guardians and students.

· Be appropriate for the curricula, maturity development, competency level, learning styles, and intellectual advancement of the students.
· Utilizes accurate and true content from legitimate sources
· Receives approving reviews and recommendations in chosen reviewing sources.
· Shows favorable degree of potential user appeal and interest
· Provides multiple viewpoints on basic diverse issues
· Provides a choice of materials in physical and virtual layouts.
· Possesses appropriate physical format, appearance, and durability suitable to their intended use
· Contains timely and relevant information

· Weighs cost with need
Top Recommended School Library Reviewing Sources:
· Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) Notable Children’s Books
· Booklist
· School Library Journal
· Clean Reads

· Children’s Catalog 15th Ed.
· Junior High School Library Catalog 6th Ed.

· Best Books of the year for Young Adults/Children

· Commonsense.org Reviews

Adopted: December 19, 2023

